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Tectonic and StructuralTectonic and Structural
Elements of the CordilleraElements of the Cordillera

Reading:

DNAG Volume A:

Ch. 8, p. 139-154, Figs 3 & 6

Tectonic Map of Tectonic Map of 
North AmericaNorth America

Cratonic Deposits Cratonic Deposits 
of Western North of Western North 
AmericaAmerica

Geomorphic Geomorphic 
RegionsRegions

• Alaska
• Canada
• Northwest USA
• Rocky Mountains
• California
• Mexico

• Aleutian Arc
• Alaska Peninsula
• Brooks Range
• Alaska Range
• Wrangell-St. Elias

• Wrangell-St. Elias 
Belt

• Richardson Mts.

• Franklin Mts.

• Rocky Mts.

• Coast Mts.

• Queen Charlotte
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Cascade Range

Columbia Plateau

Idaho Batholith

Snake River Plain

Black Hills

Colorado Plateau

San Juan Mountains

Rio Grande Rift

So. Basin and Range

Klamath Mountains

Great Basin

Cal. Coast Range

Great Valley

Sierra Nevada

Mojave Desert

Transverse Ranges

Peninsular Range

• Trans-Mexican V.B.
• Sierra Madre del Sur
• Sierra Chiapas
• Yucatan Platform

• Baja California
• Gulf of California
• Sonora B&R
• Sierra Madre 

Occidental
• Sierra Madre 

Oriental


